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‘“Queer” … does not have a uniform’1: Articulations of Queer Identity in Australian 
Queer Student Activist Media. 
 
Abstract  
 
This article explores articulations of queer identity in recent Australian queer student 
media.  Print media is of particular importance to queer communities because, as Cover 
argues, it provides a crucial grounding for community development and a model of queer 
to guide the positioning of identity and activism. This article uses discourse analysis of 
queer student activists’ media representations of diversity and inclusiveness to investigate 
the articulations of queer identity in one specific context:  metropolitan Australian 
universities. This reveals real-life appropriations of this contentious term and contributes 
to a genealogy of sexuality, documenting one visible moment in history. 
 
Article 
Introduction 
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There is an abundance of research into media representations of queer.2 Rob Cover 
argues that this research primarily targets gay and lesbian representation, stereotyping 
and visibility in the mainstream mass media.3 There has been some research into gay and 
lesbian community media.4 However, queer student activist media is virtually unstudied. 
This article thus attends to Australian queer university student activist media in order to 
reveal some Australian student activists’ articulations of queer identity. I examine this 
issue in a sample of queer student media from 2003 to 2006. Print media is investigated 
here due to its role in minority community and identity formation. Cover argues that 
minority media is a significant source for information on sex and sexuality for youth.5 
James Carey states that minority media can also be a significant force in social 
organisation and the consumption of this media can contribute to identity development.6  
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Queer student media is a clear example of minority media in which a community works 
to define itself, making it a rich site for the study of community understandings. The 
media under examination here is produced by and for queer student activists and aims to 
reflect the perspectives of this community. I begin this article by contextualising the 
queer student media that is under examination. This research uses thematic textual 
analysis, grounded in Foucauldian discourse analysis, to explore understandings of queer 
identity in student media.  In particular, the themes of diversity and inclusivity in queer 
student activist media and how they point to understandings of queer student activist 
identity are considered. I demonstrate that queer student media  represents  diverse 
understandings of queer, which feature a broad range of identities. I also show that queer 
student media represents queer identity as inclusive. Queer student media represents 
queer identity as aiming to involve and account for a broad range of experiences and 
oppressions. Through the analysis of these themes, this article thus produces a snapshot 
of the state of queer in contemporary Australia that begins to clarify the application of 
queer in one context. 
 
Situating Australian Queer Student Activist Media 
Queer is a contentious term with many meanings, ranging from a complex deconstructive 
academic theory to a term for gay in mainstream media. The meanings and uses have 
been thoroughly debated. In this context queer can be used as an umbrella term to include 
people who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex and otherwise queer 
identifying, which can include a broad range of non-normative sexes, genders and 
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sexualities (GLBTIQ). However, as this research will demonstrate, queer identity can be 
understood in a variety of ways.  
 
Queer students are a visible aspect of Australian tertiary communities. Institutionally 
there are a number of organisations representing and serving Australian GLBTIQ 
students. There is a National Union of Students (NUS) queer department, two NUS queer 
officers, an NUS queer mailing list, an annual NUS queer student conference (Queer 
Collaborations), queer departments and officers in student unions across Australia, 
designated queer spaces in Australian universities and dozens of queer student 
publications. Despite these institutional applications, the definition of queer remains 
unclear and under debate nationally and internationally as has been noted by Nikki 
Sullivan, Ian Morland and Annabelle Willox, Robert Reynolds, and Noreen Giffney and 
Myra J. Hird.7 These debates demonstrate the significance of exploring queer student 
activists’ understandings of queer identity. This exploration provides one example of 
community application and realisation of the concept.  
 
In Western culture sexuality is seen as a natural essence, inherent to one’s sense of self.  
Michel Foucault’s genealogy of sexuality proposes that sexuality is not natural but is in 
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fact a production of power networks.8 In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in 
Western society, sexual activities, genders and genital configurations that would later be 
gathered under the umbrella of queerness were viewed as abhorrent, criminal or as a 
psychological or physical illness.9 By presenting sexuality as non-natural, analyses such 
as Foucault’s argue heterosexuality is a construct, rather than a norm to which 
homosexuality is the other.10 Using this framework, Judith Butler suggests gender as 
constructed. 11 Discourse is one way that sexuality and gender are deployed.12 This 
creates space for homosexuality and other formations of queerness to be viewed as a 
production of power networks, formulated in discourse, rather than innate illnesses or 
abnormalities. This perspective, applied to research into queer student activist media, 
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acknowledges that the understandings of queer that emerge are discursively produced, but 
does so from the position that sexuality and gender are discursively produced and the 
product of power networks.  
 
This article is located in a body of historical work that documents formations of 
queerness.13 More specifically, this research contributes to a body of  literature on the 
uptake and application of the term queer by individuals, communities and activists of 
non-normative sexes, genders and sexualities.14 It does this by examining how queer 
identity is represented in Australian queer student activist media. While the majority of 
research on the deployment of queer focuses on US urban communities in the early 
1990s, this article examines an Australian queer student community, which has been 
subject to little existing research. Greg Jacobs states that ‘“queer” is a site of ideological 
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struggle within the lesbian and gay community’: this article documents some of the 
ideologies grounding that struggle.15  This examination therefore relates to the 
aforementioned genealogical approaches that examine sexuality and gender in terms of 
discourses, rather than innate identities. Jean Carrabine suggests that genealogy can be 
used to ‘provide a “snapshot” of a particular moment’.16 In revealing real-life 
understandings and uses of the term queer, this paper contributes to the genealogy of 
sexuality and queerness – that is, to the ‘“building up” of the different ways sexuality is 
constituted … over time’.17  
 
In order to contextualise the findings of this paper, I will compare them with applications 
of queer elsewhere in Australia, in the United States and, to some extent, Canada. 
Research on the application of the term queer comes mostly from the US, and 
applications of the use of the term in US public press have been documented, providing a 
useful point of comparison.18 Additionally, as Annamarie Jagose suggests: ‘The 
overwhelmingly American slant to [her] account indicates the extent to which political 
developments in North America were influential – and, to a large extent, continue to be – 
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in the development of post-World War II gay and lesbian activism and analysis’.19 Barry 
Adam further notes that: 
 
A complex set of socio-economic factors and political possibilities created 
the crucible in which homosexuality became organised into gay and 
lesbian subcultures in Western countries. With a shared language, cultural 
diffusion became an important stimulus for parallel development of the 
gay world and its movement in the United States, United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.20  
This influence of the US model of gay culture and liberation on Canada also accounts for 
my use of some comparative Canadian material.21 The comparative articles, which 
feature a variety of definitions of queer and its deployment, provide useful international, 
historical and community context to my investigation. These findings begin to 
demonstrate where specific deployments of queer permeate despite temporal, cultural and 
geographical distance. These comparisons also assist in denoting less common 
deployments of queer and begin to point to the influences on current Australian queer 
student activist deployments of the term.  
 
Institutionally Produced Queerness? 
                                                 
19
 Annamarie Jagose, Queer Theory (Carlton South, Victoria: Melbourne University Press, 1996), 34.  
20
 Adam, The Rise of a Gay and Lesbian Movement, 92. 
21
 Juvonen does, however, highlight the influence of regional specificities on formations of queer 
community. Tuula Juvonen, ‘Queering the Hegemonies of LGBT Historiography’, SQS 1 (2006), 7-16. 
  9 
The queer student activism that produces the queer student media under examination here 
occurs within the institutionally supported environment of university student unions. 
Many Australian university student unions have policies that require elected queer 
officers to represent and organise for queer students. These officers are usually given a 
budget that funds, among other things, queer student media. This media can be posters, 
pamphlets, zines, articles in other publications and whole magazines. The form the media 
takes depends on who is producing it, their financial limitations and the aims of the 
media. For example, posters may be A4 or A3 black and white photocopies, whereas 
publications may have up to 40 double-sided pages and be professionally printed with 
colour inside. University students are commonly aged between eighteen and twenty-four, 
however, contributors may be post-graduate students or mature age students or not 
students at all. As queer student media is financially supported, it is free from the 
editorial constraints that are often associated with media dependant on advertising.22  
Queer student media is, however, often subject to the general guidelines of student union 
publications that promote material free of racism, sexism and homophobia.  
 
The media under examination here is produced in an educated, largely middle-class 
university environment. In 2006, out of the nearly 984,146 students studying in 
Australian higher education institutions, 75 per cent were domestic students. 14.5 per 
cent of these domestic students were from low socio-economic status backgrounds, 
compared to 25 per cent of the Australian population defined as being from low socio-
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economic status backgrounds.23 Regarding ethnicity, 1.2 per cent of domestic students 
were Indigenous Australians; 2.5 per cent of the adult population are Indigenous 
Australians.24 3.8 per cent of domestic students were born overseas, had arrived in 
Australia in the last ten years and spoke a language other than English at home.25 26 per 
cent of the Australian population speak a language other than English at home.26 These 
statistics indicate that while there is some diversity in the socio-economic and ethnic 
backgrounds of enrolled students, there may be a reasonably homogenous, white, middle-
class demographic. The demography of the queer student activist communities under 
investigation would somewhat mirror these statistics, as these communities exist in the 
same university environment. This context informs the understandings of queer that are 
produced in queer student media and throughout queer activism. 
 
Analysis of Queer Discourses 
Queer university student media is an under-studied subject and, with the presence of 
queer university student activism and the role this media may play in identity formation 
and current and future politics, it is crucial to investigate how contemporary Australian 
student activists understand and use queer, a term that is deployed on a regular basis. This 
paper conducts a brief discourse analysis of a broad range of queer student media from 
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the University of Queensland, University of Technology Sydney, Monash University, the 
University of Melbourne and three issues of national queer student publication Querelle. 
This media includes zines, magazines, magazine articles, posters and fliers from the 
period 2003-06. Discourse analysis in this application comes from the European social 
philosophy and cultural analysis view that attempts to show how institutions, practices 
and the individual can be understood as produced through the workings of a set of 
discourses and is used to reveal political dimensions of texts.27 Discourse analysis aids in 
clarifying the ideologies that inform the struggle surrounding terms of identification in 
the queer community. 
 
Diversity and inclusiveness are two similar themes present in queer student activist 
media. Discussions of the diversity of and within the queer community include the 
multiple issues and experiences that concern particular identities within the queer 
community. The theme of inclusiveness details the inclusive possibilities which the 
activists feel that queer can enable and the inclusive nature, or not, of the queer 
community. Inclusiveness is of key definitional importance to queer as it is commonly 
deployed with the aim of including those who are not covered by traditional identity 
terms. It is a particular response to what some activists feel is the exclusive nature of 
identity politics.  
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Definitional Inclusiveness of Queer 
Queer identity is variously defined throughout queer student media but commonly 
encompasses a range of identities. One student broadly defines queer as ‘an umbrella 
term for those who identify but may not be limited to intersex, transgendered, 
bisexual/polyamourous, same sex/multisex, lesbian/dyke/woman identified woman, 
gay/poofter/faggot, and/or other culturally marginal sexual self-identifications’.28 In the 
queer student media examined, the term generally refers to: ‘a broad spectrum of 
sexualities and genders’; ‘all same sex attracted, transgender and transsexual people’; 
‘those questioning their sexuality and/or gender’ and anybody else who doesn’t identify 
as ‘straight’ or ‘gender normative’ and ‘anyone (hetero, fag, woman, intersex, pansexual, 
homo, bi, man, boi, trans…) who rejects heterosexuality as the only normal sexual 
expression’.29  In this queer student media, definitions of queer are similar to those 
deployed by queer theorists.  Academic queer theorist David Halperin also utilises a 
definition that goes beyond non-normative sexualities and genders, stating:  
‘Queer’ … is not restricted to lesbians and gay men but is in fact available 
to anyone who is or who feels marginalised because of her or his sexual 
                                                 
28
 Lee Barreto, ‘Queer Politics 101’, Queer Vertigo (Sydney: University of Technology Sydney Queer 
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practices; it could include married couples without children, for example, 
or even (who knows?) some married couples with children.30  
This definitional diversity is central to this deployment of queer. According to some 
philosophers, queer demarcates an intentional difference from the heteronorm and 
assimilatory attitude, which emphasises normality.31 This assimilatory attitude can also 
permeate some gay and lesbian activist ideals, and thus in this application queer also 
formulates a difference to some formations of gay and lesbian identities and politics.  
 
 In the queer student media examined, the statement ‘We are ANGRY at those 
conforming fags, those sell-out liberal lesbians’ could lead one to conclude that 
‘conforming fags’ and ‘sell-out liberal lesbians’ are not seen by some activists as part of 
the Australian queer student activist community.32 Concerns are raised about white 
middle-class gay males in another student’s article, which states that ‘To be queer, 
according to popular culture, is to be a gay man (with the exception of one or two 
lesbians occasionally), white, have a high disposable income, a highly sculpted body, and 
a healthy mind’.33 The queer student media examined speaks of mainstream media 
representation of white, middle-class gay males as disproportionate compared to that of 
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 Halperin, Saint Foucault: Towards a Gay Hagiography, 63, emphasis in original. 
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other queer individuals.34 It also suggests that the middle-class gay male is the primary 
beneficiary of the pink economy.35 One student notes a dominance of white middle-class 
queers involved in the campaign for same-sex marriage.36 While white middle-class gay 
males are not explicitly excluded, some writers raise concerns about their perceived 
successful integration into heteronormative society. Queer’s intentional difference to the 
norm, as it is represented in some of the above statements, may ground these writers’ 
rejection of what they typify as the white, middle-class gay male who integrates into 
heteronormative society assisted by the pink economy and broader media representation. 
This is perhaps one way that some queer student activists interrogate privilege. If one aim 
of queer is to challenge and interrogate existing societal structures, as Halperin argues it 
is, then it follows that queer will also question the position of those who benefit from 
such structures.37 Halperin suggests that in adopting an anti-assimilatory stance, queers 
are aware of the power structures that marginalise them.38 Such interrogation is occurring 
in some queer student media’s representation of the white, middle-class gay male. 
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Exploration of who is included under the queer umbrella reveals the diversity inherent in 
queer student activists’ definitions of queer identity. To queer student activists, queer can 
encompass a broad range of sex, gender, sexuality, political and sexual-practice 
identities.  
 
‘“Queer” (GLBT) Does Not Have a Uniform’ 
Queer student media often features discussion of the identification of differences between 
those who regard themselves, or may be regarded, as queer. Internal differences that are 
represented within queer student media feature gender and sexuality differences, 
including a range of non-binary gender identities, and race and class. Sexuality 
differences within the community are spoken about in a broad range of statements and 
articles that encompass gay, lesbian, bisexual and queer. Pansexuality and heterosexuality 
are also included.39 The statements ‘muff diving, whip worshipping, arse licking, gender 
bending punks’ and ‘people who perform practices which challenge heteronormative 
assumptions of … desire such as … bondage and discipline, sadomasochism, and/or 
autoeroticism, can choose to identify as queer’ speak of differences in practice from 
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vanilla heterosexual sex.40 Some of these also allow for the inclusion of individuals who 
may be considered heterosexual. The significance of gender differences, as part of queer 
identity, is evident in articles exploring transgenderism and other non-binary 
performatives of gender.41 Representation of gender differences also features in 
statements that discuss the oppression of women and sexism within the queer 
community.42 In her article, student activist Emma Hughes summarises the differences 
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she sees within the queer community by stating that ‘“queer” (GLBT) does not have a 
uniform’.43    
 
Some queer student media call attention to experiences and issues that are relevant to 
specific and differing identities within the queer umbrella. Melanie Thomson addresses 
the differences between bisexual and homosexual identity, stating that: ‘bisexuals in 
same-sex relationships deal with the same homophobia that homosexuals deal with. … 
However, there are significant differences between bisexual experience of queerness and 
homosexual experience of queerness’.44 Although she discusses similarity in experience, 
her focus is on difference and she draws attention to the fact that this difference is often 
forgotten: ‘Even when bisexuality is correctly subsumed under [queer], its commonality 
with homosexuality is emphasised, while its divergent issues and experiences remain 
unspoken’.45 Former NUS Queer Officer, Tallace Bissett highlights the significance of 
accounting for differences as part of activism and politics: 
That there are parallel issues in the lives of all wom*n, straight, lesbian, 
bisexual, transsexual, intersexed, or ‘racialised’ (to be arbitrary about it) is 
a legitimate basis for political cooperation but the most  productive 
activism does not come out of subsuming other aspects of one’s identity 
within a particular stream of activism. To the contrary, a richer and 
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ultimately less oppressive structure is more likely to be the outcome of 
procedurally sound processes of activism; that is within a politics that 
takes account of, and respects, multiple differences.46  
Although she specifically addresses women, her article explores the debates about the 
inclusion of transsexual women in women’s spaces, and thus her arguments could be 
applied to individual differences within part of the queer community. Student, Belinda 
Clarke, posits factors other than sexuality and gender identity that differentiate queer 
people. She states that ‘we speak from our own experiences as gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered people of colour, of working class, as youth, as people of faith and as the 
oppressed within society’.47 Here she also suggests that queer people may be oppressed 
for reasons other than being queer. She then notes the different contexts where queer 
struggles may take place: ‘Queer people fight daily for well-being and fundamental 
rights, sometimes even our lives. This occurs within families, schools, faith communities, 
and society as a whole’.48 Writers in queer theory and queer studies document the 
potential of queer to acknowledge multiple oppressions and identity intersections. 
Documenting the emergence of queer in Britain and the US, Simon Watney states that 
‘the up-side of “queer” lies in its ability to articulate the complex, shifting contemporary 
alignments of class, race, gender, age and sexuality in the lives of individuals who 
frequently experience multiple oppressions’.49 This demonstrates the perceived suitability 
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of queer for people of multiple marginalities and that queer itself also acknowledges such 
intersections. Jacqueline N. Zita states that ‘Queerness provides a positionality from 
which differences, such as class, race, gender, and sexual style, can be further theorised 
and reevaluated’.50 Maria Pallotta-Chiarolli observes a recent ‘increasing awareness, 
activism, research, and policy/programme development in Australia in relation to the 
multiple marginalities and intersectionalities when “living the rainbow”: interweaving 
gender diversity, cultural diversity and sexual diversity’.51  Some queer student activist 
media recognises such multiplicities. If queer definitionally invokes diversity, as 
suggested by historians Robin Brontsema and Don Kulick, then it perhaps follows that 
those in queer communities acknowledge the diversity of queer experience.52   
 
Inclusive Struggles 
In the queer student media examined, Clarke argues that diverse experiences mean a 
diverse range of oppressions and struggles to fight:  
A queer identity (gay, lesbian, queer, bisexual, transgender…) does not 
equal being part of a homogenous group. As queer people we should pay 
attention to oppression and marginalisation based on gender, class, race 
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and disability. A world free of homophobia should also be a world free of 
sexism, should also be a world free of racism and so on. To ignore these 
issues will only work towards people continuing to be marginalised in 
society and in terms of campus activities, alienating queer people from the 
queer department.53   
She suggests that all queer people should acknowledge and fight sexism, racism, classism 
and ableism, along with oppression based on sexuality and gender. Diversity of 
experience means recognition of oppression that such difference can bring. Nick and Bec 
L similarly speak about a diverse community and assert the significance of attending to 
oppressions other than that experienced by queers, in their zine article: ‘Queer liberation  
cannot come without the liberation of all other oppressed groups, including women; 
otherwise it is not liberation for queers, only “equality” for gay men’.54 For them, 
liberation for queers is symbiotic with wider societal change. In another zine, Loocy 
regards the association between forms of oppression as crucial to queer activism: ‘As a 
social movement, Queer … also links all different kinds of oppression such as class 
oppression and the dominance of capitalism, oppression of wimmin’.55 One statement 
posits queer liberation as a battle regarding all citizens: ‘Queer liberation is a struggle to 
live in a society that treats all of its citizens fairly, not just equally unfairly’.56 Some 
scholarly literature discussing post-Stonewall gay activism suggests that liberationary 
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ideologies specified the inclusion of other struggles as part of gay liberation.57 Julie 
Prince states that gay activism in this era set about ‘attacking the institutions of racism, 
patriarchy, and capitalism for perpetuating heterosexist oppression’.58 These scholarly 
works generally discuss class struggles and feature the notion that all working-class 
people are similarly oppressed, and that uniting against the capitalist system is the path to 
freedom. The language employed in the above quotes from queer student media, 
addressing class oppression and capitalism, suggests a similarly informed understanding 
of queer liberation. This understanding of queer liberation and the fight against 
oppression encompasses diverse experiences and a diverse range of oppressions and 
struggles to fight. 
 
Class diversity is also represented as a point of difference within the queer community, in 
queer student media. Miles regards the queer community as consisting of a range of 
classes and cautions that the pink economy can perpetuate the perception of homogeneity 
within the community.59 He states that ‘The queer community is hugely diverse, and our 
                                                 
57
 Rachel Morgain, ‘Sexual Liberation: Fighting Gay and Lesbian Oppression’, in Class and Struggle in 
Australia, ed R Kuhn (Pearson Education Australia, 2005), 134; Alan Sears, ‘Queer Anti-Capitalism: 
What’s Left of Lesbian and Gay Liberation?’, Science & Society: SpecialIssue Marxist-Feminist Thought 
Today 69, no. 1: Special issue (2005), 97; Sharon Smith, ‘Mistaken Identity - or Can Identity Politics 
Liberate the Oppressed?’, International Socialism 62 (1994), n.p.; Colin Wilson, ‘LGBT Politics and 
Sexual Liberation’, International Socialism 114 (2007); Sherry Wolf, ‘The Roots of Gay Oppression’, 
International Socialist Review 37 (2004), 56.  
58
 Julie Prince, ‘This Queer History: An American Synthesis’, Culture, Society and Praxis 3, no. 1 (2004), 
62. 
59
 Miles, ‘The Pink Dollar’, Lot’s Wife, (Melbourne: Monash University Student Union, 2006), n.p. 
  22 
incomes are similarly diverse’.60 The range of class status of queers is again cited in an 
ironic piece entitled ‘Why We Don’t Need Queer Activism’, which states: ‘Queers are all 
wealthy, white and middle-class’.61 The recognition of internal class difference is also 
present in references to those who are middle-class and suggestions that all queers are not 
wealthy, white and middle-class.62 However, this can also exclude a specific type of 
queer, as previously mentioned.  
 
The themes of diversity and inclusiveness allow for an examination of queer student 
activists’ understandings of queer identity and reveal that some queer student activists see 
the recognition of differences in sexuality, class, race, gender and sex practices as a 
crucial element of queer and queer identity. Their definitions of queer identity encompass 
this range of differences. The reflection on community diversity and inclusiveness 
demonstrates broader trends in the queer student media examined. These signify a 
dialogue of community reflection in queer student activist media. This is present in the 
consideration of issues that affect different groups within the community and efforts to be 
aware of varied forms of oppression. The strong critique of the middle class in media 
which is produced in a largely middle-class environment perhaps indicates the limits of 
this reflection.  
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Comparison of 1990s North American and Australian Queer with Australian Queer 
Student Media 
My analysis of queer student media demonstrates understandings of queer identity similar 
to those reported in research recounting the early 1990s. Literature around the early 
1990s features North American community members describing queer as including 
‘bisexual transsexual[s] who mostly sleep with radically gendered people’ and ‘all [that 
are] here’; and ‘Fag, dyke, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, transvestite – all this and 
more! “Queer” can encompass a lot’.63 The regular explicit inclusion of intersex and 
heterosexual individuals is not commonly reported in empirical research. However, it 
could be suggested by the phrase employed by New York-born activist group Queer 
Nation that defines queer as ‘A Commitment to Radical Sexual Expression and Freedom 
for Everyone’, and the two encompassing statements mentioned above. 64   
 
The explicit usage by others beyond the mid-1990s is less widely documented. Ritch C 
Savin-Williams declares that: ‘The New Gay Teen [is] Shunning Labels’, and he 
discovered this by undertaking US research that interviewed ‘young women with 
physical or romantic attractions to women, talking to youths in gay/straight alliances, 
reading youth stories gathered by others, listening to young people at the annual True 
Colours conference over the last decade and reading the scientific literature’.65 On the 
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term queer he states that there ‘are those who lament the equation of gay with “queer”. 
The former has been shoved so far to the periphery of mainstream culture that “normal” 
youths such as themselves are excluded. They’re not sexual or political outlaws’.66 This 
demonstrates an understanding of queer that regards it as oppositional to the heteronorm 
and something associated with a status of intentional difference by relating queer to 
identifying as a sexual or political outlaw, and being not ‘normal’. This shows a similar 
understanding to that in some Australian queer student activist media.  
 
An opinion piece published in US gay magazine The Advocate in 2000 entitled ‘The 
Word that Failed’ states:  
I have a funny feeling that within a few years ‘90s queer will join ‘60s 
hippie as a phrase that dates people of a certain age. Once that happens, 
forget it. In the youth-oriented gay world, people won’t be able to run 
away from queer fast enough. And that’ll be fine with me.67  
A review of research into US university GLBT students and their organisational networks 
suggests that the term queer is not currently widely utilised in a US university 
institutional context.68  Contrary to this a CNN article notes there is some current usage 
of the term. It states: 
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While some in the gay community began using the word in the last decade 
or two as an umbrella term for ‘gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered,’ 
today’s young people say that ‘queer’ encompasses even more. ‘I love it 
because, in one word, you can refer to the alphabet soup of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, questioning, “heteroflexible,” “omnisexual,” “pansexual” and all 
of the other shades of difference in that fluid, changing arena of human 
sexuality,’ says 27-year-old Stacy Harbaugh. ‘I find myself attracted to 
boy-like girls and girl-like boys,’ Harbaugh adds. ‘If “lesbian” or “bi” 
doesn’t seem to fit, “queer” certainly does’.69 
Additionally, an article from The Advocate published in 2003 states: ‘The once-pejorative 
term “queer” has for years been used by the gay community and in pop culture to 
positively describe things lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender’.70 And a brief scan of 
recent (2006-08) article summaries from The Advocate demonstrates further shorthand 
usage for GLBT or one of these identities.  
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Some documented Australian opinion expresses a hesitance towards the use of queer. 
Craig Johnston states that ‘“gay” is now often used as the umbrella term for gay men, 
lesbians, bisexuals, transgenders and queers, just as it was in the early 1970s’.71 He 
continues, ‘Queer reached its zenith in the Sydney gay and lesbian movements in 1994, 
but has not managed to win over most gay and lesbian activists’.72 Graham Willett notes 
that queer’s ‘ideas about the fluidity and constructedness of sexuality, for example, are 
held by remarkably few people’ and that it has had ‘remarkably little impact on the lives 
of gay and lesbian people or upon society more broadly’.73 In a recent interview, Willett 
states: ‘I’d still want to be convinced that queer has any resonance outside universities 
and the inner suburbs. Breaking down the existing structures of gender and sexuality is 
important – gay liberation and women’s liberation knew that. The emergence of queer 
was in many ways a return to that broader liberationist agenda. But I don’t see that it has 
had much impact on society’.74 Baden Offord, in his article on Australian GLBT 
activism, notes debates about the fixity and fluidity of identity but does not discuss them 
in detail or in relation to queer identity and the use of the label.75 This brief summary 
suggests little uptake of queer in Australia beyond the university networks under 
investigation. 
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These comparisons demonstrate similarities in definitions of queer, such as the inclusion 
of a variety of non-normative sexualities and genders, currently and in the past. However, 
they also demonstrate that queer student activists’ inclusion of intersex and some 
variations of heterosexuality have been less-commonly included in the deployment of 
queer in other contexts.  
 
Conclusion 
These findings signal attempts throughout queer student media to work towards a diverse 
and inclusive understanding of queer identity. Queer student media also pays some 
attention to the limits of queer, defining who is not queer. The analysis illustrates that 
some Australian queer student activist media represents queer identity as a category that 
can encompass more than just GLBT and in turn as an identity that recognises the 
diversity amongst all those it encompasses. The brief comparison with US print media 
demonstrates that this application is consistent with some historical and contemporary 
North American applications. It is important to remember that individual and institutional 
research interests drive what is documented. Further comparison to Western and non-
Western countries is crucial to more broadly determine the current applications of queer. 
This can be done by surveying other research and also by investigating activist groups 
and social networks.  
 
Queer’s contemporary impact and application in Australian university activism 
constitutes an exciting historical moment in genealogical work on sexuality. This 
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research provides a snapshot of the discursive construction of queerness in one context. 
Australian student activist media’s constructions of queer identity illustrate community 
identity formation and the beginnings of reflection. Usage of the term across a national 
network, like that of Australian queer student activists, appears to be bounded, suggesting 
limits to its wider applicability. Or, as Willett notes, ‘maybe [queer] will find ways to 
make itself relevant to society more generally’.76 
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